GRANTMAKING GUIDELINES
The Vandalia-Butler Foundation welcomes grant requests from organizations that benefit citizens in the Vandalia-Butler community and that are recognized as tax-exempt under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code.
Some donors to the Foundation have chosen to give the Vandalia-Butler Foundation Board of Trustees discretion to decide who will receive grants from their funds. These grants are called discretionary grants.
Generally, the Foundation makes grants to help launch new projects not addressed by existing organizations or to support special efforts of already established nonprofit organizations. A proposal needs to represent a unique and unduplicated opportunity that will affect a substantial number of people.
The Foundation is particularly interested in projects that do one or more of the following: 
· Provide for more efficient use of community resources, promote coordination, cooperation and sharing among organizations, and reduce the duplication of services in our community
· Test or demonstrate new approaches and techniques for solving important community problems
· Generate matching funds;[image: ]
· Could not be accomplished with existing sources of support
· Promote volunteer participation and citizen involvement in community affairs
· Strengthen nonprofit agencies or institutions by reducing operating costs, increasing public financial support and/or improving internal management.
The Foundation does not usually make grants from its discretionary funds:
· That represent the principal source of support to an organization or activity
· To support the general operating budget of organizations 
· To individuals
· To fund specific scientific, medical or academic research projects
· To reduce operational deficits
· For sectarian activities of religious organizations
· For scholarships and travel grants
· For annual fund-raising drives and award ceremonies
· To establish or add to endowment funds.
APPLYING FOR A GRANT

Grant applications are accepted Aug. 15-Sept. 30 each year. Recipients will be notified of awards by Oct. 15. Check our website (https://vandalia-butlerfoundation.org) for the link to the online application. For questions, email info@vandalia-butlerfoundation.org.
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